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Part 1: Personality 

One of the most significant themes in Sally Ride’s chart first shows up in the 
balance of the planets in the elements. Ride has three planets in Air (Sun, 
Moon and Mars), which suggests that she is very comfortable operating on 
the mental, emotional, intellectual, abstract, and social planes. She has only 
one planet in Water (Venus in Cancer), which suggests that she will not be 
familiar with the emotional, subjective, and spiritual planes. She will find 
these qualities very attractive in others (because she believes she lacks them 
herself). She will appear to have these qualities when she engages with the 
world, because all of the angles and sensitive points in her chart, including the 
Ascendant, Midheaven, Part of Fortune, North Node and Vertex, are in Water 


3 







Principles of Practical Natal Astrology 


signs. And yet, because of the emphasis in Air, and her Moon in Aquarius in 
particular, she will never be comfortable with deep emotions. 

The cultural context of Ride’s life plays a significant role. Ride was born in 
California in 19 51, during a time when women’s roles in society were extremely 
limited. Ride’s generation was behind the Women’s Liberation movement, and 
Ride herself holds the distinction of being the first woman in space. 

Sun in Gemini 

Ride’s Sun is in Gemini, which suggests that her Personal Standards of 
Integrity include objectivity, flexibility, curiosity, and intelligence. Her Sun 
rules both her 2 nd house of money and resources and her 3 rd house of her 
familiar environment and communication, which suggests that she expects to 
be self-sufficient. When she manages her money and resources and explores 
her environment, going about her daily routine, she expresses her authentic 
Self. Ride’s Sun occupies her 11 th house of friendships, group creativity, and 
teams. Ride needs other people in her life to be happy and healthy, but it’s 
important that she be able to pull her own weight as a member of the team. 
The changeable nature of the Sun in Gemini suggests that Ride may be willing 
to adapt to fit better with a team, but not if this requires her to give up control 
over her money or her environment. 

What the Sun in Gemini often lacks is the ability to focus for any length 
of time. Gemini is the fastest, most changeable sign, and individuals with the 
Sun in Gemini are usually known for their charm, wit, and intelligence, but 
they’re not known for being practical, loyal, or dependable. Ride, however, has 
all of these qualities because her Sun in Gemini reports to Mercury in Taurus. 
Mercury in Taurus makes Ride slower, more methodical, and more practical. 

Ride has a fundamental need to maintain a stable, secure, grounded 
understanding of her “little r” reality. Her ability to communicate, to connect, 
and to understand in a methodical, practical, and almost kinesthetic way is an 
essential part of her identity and her authentic Self. This is especially important 
in Ride’s private life and family relationships because Mercury rules her 4 th 
house. Mercury also occupies Ride’s 11 th house, so while her Sun in Gemini 
may be charming, flirtatious, and a bit scattered with her friends, underneath 
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this surface lies a fierce loyalty. Ride may well consider her friends to be her 
family. 

Ride’s Mercury also rules her 12 th house of sorrow, adversity, self-sabotage, 
and hidden enemies. Ride may not be conscious that her perceptions and 
ideas may appear unoriginal, inflexible, and materialistic, and this may create 
resentment among her friends and teammates. 

Saturn in Virgo also has some influence on the Sun’s Board of Directors, 
but since Mercury in Taurus rules Saturn in Virgo, Saturn will always vote with 
Mercury. What Saturn introduces to Ride’s personality are the 7 th , 8 th , and 9 th 
houses that it rules, and the 4 th house that it occupies. The 7 th and 8 th houses, 
like the 11 th house, involve other people, and the 9 th house relates to higher 
education, beliefs, and philosophies. Ride needs the support of other people to 
embody her authentic Self. 

Ascendant in Cancer 

Ride’s Ascendant is in Cancer, which is at odds with her Sun in Gemini. When 
she encounters the world, she appears to be emotional and subjective, but 
in fact, her authentic Self is objective and logical. Other people perceive a 
need to initiate emotional connections because of Ride’s Cancer Ascendant, 
but this does not reflect her Sun in Gemini authentic Self. The Ascendant also 
represents how you expect to encounter the world. With Cancer rising, Ride 
goes out into the world hoping to form emotional bonds—and because she 
has a general lack of planets in Water signs in her chart, she values emotional 
connections highly—but forming those bonds will be difficult. 

Ride’s Moon in Aquarius rules her Ascendant in Cancer. Although her 
Ascendant in Cancer makes Ride appear to desire emotional connections, her 
Moon in Aquarius finds emotions very uncomfortable. This dynamic will 
be evident in Ride’s personality, and it’s another example of her love/hate 
relationship with emotional connections. 

The most influential planet on the Board of Directors for Ride’s Ascendant 
is Jupiter in Aries. Jupiter represents how you grow, expand, and experience 
faith. Ride’s Jupiter unites her I st house personality, her 6 th house job, and 
her 10 th house career and public reputation with the impulsive, pioneering, 
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self-assured, and self-confident energy of Aries. Ride has absolute faith in her 
identity, and because Jupiter also occupies her 10 th house, Ride will express her 
identity in public and professional ways. Her ambition and desire for public 
recognition and accomplishment are obvious. She may appear competitive, 
aggressive, and arrogant, which are admirable traits in a man of her generation, 
but not encouraged in a woman growing up in the 1950s and 1960s. 

Ride has Uranus rising, just over one degree above her Ascendant. Because 
Uranus is random and disruptive, as much as Ride hopes to create emotional 
connections, she doesn’t expect to sustain them in her relationships. Uranus 
is in Ride’s 12 th house, so she’s not conscious of her own role in these patterns. 

The generation born with Uranus in Cancer disrupted the role of women 
in society. This is the generation that initiated the revolution of Women’s 
Liberation that helped women to break out of the rigid, limited roles available 
to them. Ride’s Uranus in Cancer is on her Ascendant, so when people meet 
Ride face to face, Uranus is standing in her front door. Uranus is an outer 
planet, so this energy isn’t a part of Ride’s essence. But every person Ride 
encounters projects his or her issues with Uranus in Cancer social change on 
Ride. Time and again, other people will tell Ride that she is different, unusual, 
radical, odd, or simply doesn’t fir the mold. The square between Jupiter in Aries 
and her Ascendant in Cancer reinforces this. Ride challenges other people’s 
expectations of who she should be, especially based on her appearance. She 
does not fit the mold of the docile 19 50s housewife or the good little girl. She 
is clearly her own person. 

The challenge for Ride is that the more she embraces her authentic Self, the 
more she risks losing the emotional connections that she seeks. Because she has 
Cancer rising, other people expect that Ride will conform to the accepted roles 
of women; however, with her strong identity, abundant self-confidence, and 
Uranus conjunct her Ascendant, Ride will always challenge these expectations. 
This may create patterns of disruption and rejection when she seeks emotional 
connection and support in one-to-one relationships. The difficulties Ride has 
being accepted and validated in her personal relationships may drive her need 
to be seen as an individual through her 10 th house career, public reputation, 
awards and honors. 
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Part 2: Relationship Needs 

Safety Needs: Moon in Aquarius 

Ride’s Moon is in Aquarius, so she has an Air Safety Checklist. She looks for 
safety in the abstract, objective, social, and mental realms. She needs to have 
an intellectual understanding of a situation to feel safe. Words are extremely 
important to her. She can talk herself into feeling safe, but she can also talk 
herself out of feeling safe. Emotions will be unfamiliar and uncomfortable. 
She will feel threatened when she has to dive beneath the surface and deal with 
subjective and irrational experiences. 

Aquarius is a Fixed Air sign, so the Moon in Aquarius needs social stability 
to feel safe. Ride will find safety in group acceptance, and because her Moon is 
in the 8 th house, Ride may look to other people’s values and opinions to evaluate 
whether she is conforming to the standards of the group. She needs consistency 
and routine, and change will always be threatening. The Moon in Aquarius 
gives Ride an abstract, objective love of humanity, but makes it difficult for 
Ride to personalize that love and experience intimate emotional connections 
in one-to-one relationships. Because Aquarius is a fixed sign, when Ride feels 
unsafe, she will question her self-worth, and it will lower her self-esteem. 

Ride’s Safety Needs are even more personal because her Moon in Aquarius 
rules her I st house. Ride has a powerful need to be accepted by the group, and to 
appear (i st house) like she belongs to the group. She will be very uncomfortable 
if she’s singled out as an individual. Planets in Aquarius always associate with 
a group, but that group may be quite small, and the values and behaviors of 
the group may be at odds with societal norms. When a planet in Aquarius 
expresses in provocative, eccentric, unusual ways, it’s declaring its membership 
in a particular group. 

Consider the various cliques in high school. To feel safe, Ride would need 
to choose a clique, and make sure that everything about her personality and 
appearance (Moon rules I st ) affirmed and confirmed her membership in that 
group. If any part of her outward appearance or behavior called her membership 
in that clique into question, it would make her feel unsafe. 
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Ride’s Moon is in the 8 th house, so that’s where she will act to restore the 
balance in her Safety Need Account. The 8 th house relates to debts, financial 
obligations, shared resources, and other people’s values and opinions. When 
Ride feels unsafe, she may use her credit cards (8 th house debt) and spend money 
on something that will reinforce her membership in the group and help her 
to feel safe. She might buy new clothes or other accessories that are associated 
with the group. She might spend money to fight injustice and support greater 
freedom for the members of the group. Or she might just solicit advice and 
opinions from other people for confirmation that she is a member of the group. 

Saturn in Virgo has the most votes on the Moon’s Board of Directors. 
Saturn rules Ride’s 7 th , 8 th , and 9 th houses, which emphasizes the importance of 
other people in the context of Ride’s Safety Needs. In particular, with Saturn in 
Virgo, Ride needs to maintain precise, specific, practical, detailed boundaries 
in her 7 th house one-to-one relationships, especially with regard to 8 th house 
shared resources and common property in the relationship. When her partners 
don’t respect these boundaries or follow the rules, it will make Ride feel unsafe. 
However, Ride’s Saturn is in the 4 th house, so she will react by becoming more 
responsible, restrictive, precise, and critical in her private life. The challenge 
here is that because Saturn is in Ride’s private, personal 4 th house, she may 
not be willing to make her expectations about the boundaries and rules in her 
relationships known to her partners. 

Saturn also rules Ride’s 9 th house and introduces expectations about her 
teachers and intellectual authority figures. She expects her professors, spiritual 
leaders, and other professionals to be skilled, precise, practical, analytical, and 
detail-oriented. If they don’t live up to these expectations, this will also cause 
Ride to feel unsafe. Because Saturn is in Ride’s 4 th house, and so close to the 
IC, it’s likely that Ride projects unresolved issues and expectations of her father 
on her partners in relationship. If she becomes conscious of this, and is able 
to resolve the issues with her father, minor boundary violations in her other 
relationships will no longer pose a serious safety issue for her. 

Venus in Cancer has two votes on the Moon’s Board of Directors, but Venus 
actually influences all of Ride’s Safety Needs. The dynamic between Ride’s 
Moon (Safety Needs) and Venus (Validation Needs) is extremely complex, and 
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will be explored later. For now, what matters is that Ride is likely to have 
an attachment to meeting her Venus in Cancer Validation Needs. When she 
receives a deposit in her Validation Need Account, it also makes a deposit in 
her Safety Need Account; however, if being validated becomes a prerequisite 
for feeling safe, it will drain the balance in both accounts. 

Venus rules Ride’s i I th house, and Mercury, the other planet on the Moon’s 
Board of Directors, occupies her 11 th house. This is further evidence of how 
important other people are to Ride. She needs relationships to feel safe. 

Neptune and Pluto both aspect Ride’s Moon and make it more difficult 
for her to meet her Safety Needs. Neptune in the 4 th house makes a trine to 
Ride’s Moon in the 8 th house. Neptune dissolves boundaries, and this is an 
especially big issue for Ride because, thanks to Saturn in Virgo’s influence on 
the Moon’s Board of Directors, Ride needs clear, precise, specific boundaries 
in her relationships to feel safe. Neptune represents bad boundaries and 
unrealistic expectations that originate in her 4 th house family relationships 
and directly impact Ride’s 8 th house experiences of other people’s values and 
opinions. Neptune’s influence makes Ride more sensitive to what other people 
think, especially members of her 4 th house family, which can have a negative 
influence on Ride’s self-image and self-esteem (Moon rules I st ), and will cause 
her to feel unsafe. These issues may also show up in her 1 I th house friendships 
because Ride considers her friends to be her family. 

Neptune also affects Ride’s experience with shared resources. The trine 
between Neptune and the Moon suggests that Ride is familiar with a communal 
style of living where there is little respect for private ownership. This may be 
familiar to Ride—she may have grown up in this kind of environment—but 
it will drain her Safety Need Account nonetheless. Saturn in Virgo rules Ride’s 
8 th house and her Moon, so to feel safe, Ride needs clear distinctions between 
yours, mine, and ours. The trine between the Moon and Neptune suggests that 
Ride isn’t used to having those boundaries defined or respected. 

Pluto in the 2 nd house opposes Ride’s Moon in the 8 th house, and suggests 
that Ride has issues of power, control, and manipulation that specifically 
involve money and resources. We’ve already noted that because the Sun rules 
Ride’s 2 nd house, Ride needs to be self-reliant with her resources. With Pluto 
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in the 2 nd house opposing her Moon in the 8 th house, Ride may view money as 
power. Sharing her money with a partner in the 8 th house may make her feel 
unsafe because she may experience it as giving up autonomy in rhe relationship. 

Validation Needs: Venus in Cancer 

With Venus in Cancer, Ride has a Water Validation Checklist. She needs 
emotional connections to experience and express love and appreciation. She 
feels loved and appreciated when other people initiate emotional bonds with 
her, and she feels rejected when people refuse to allow, initiate, or maintain 
emotional ties. Ride’s idea of validation includes a distinct mothering and 
nurturing component because her Venus is in Cancer. A heart connection is 
essential for Ride to feel validated. 

Venus rules Ride’s n th house, so Ride especially looks for validation and 
appreciation from her friends, peers, and teammates. We’ve already noted how 
important these relationships are to Ride; that they are her primary focus for 
love and appreciation only makes these relationships more significant. The 
ruler of Ride’s i I th house, Mercury, is in her 4 th house, which suggests that 
Ride views her friends as her family. In Ride’s mind, this may be why she is 
so emotionally invested in these relationships. Her friends may not welcome 
this level of emotional intimacy, however, and when they refuse the emotional 
connections, or put up strong (albeit appropriate) boundaries, Ride will feel 
rejected. Because Venus is in her I st house, Ride will take the rejection personally. 
And because Venus and the Moon are so intertwined in Ride’s chart, when she 
does feel rejected by her friends, it will also make her feel unsafe. 

Ride’s Moon in Aquarius rules her Venus in Cancer, which brings the 
central conflict of head vs. heart to the foreground of her relationship needs. As 
much as Ride needs emotional connections with her friends to feel validated, 
and by extension, safe, if these connections get too deep or too personal, it will 
make her Moon in Aquarius feel unsafe; and if when Ride feels unsafe, it also 
drains her Validation Need Account. 

Jupiter in Aries in the 10 th house has 4 votes on Venus’ Board of Directors, 
and it offers one solution to this challenge. Ride finds it uncomfortable being 
the center of attention especially if that attention is personal, but she is able to 
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receive attention and praise for her professional accomplishments. Ride puts 
so much of her identity into her career and her public image that when she 
receives recognition for her professional success, she can also experience it as a 
personal validation. Because the accolades are strictly professional, they don’t 
cause her Moon in Aquarius to feel unsafe. 

Just as Neptune interferes with Ride’s ability to feel safe, it also interferes 
with her ability to feel validated. Neptune is in an exact square to Venus, and 
this often shows up as patterns of disillusionment and disappointment in 
relationships. Ride projects unrealistic expectations, illusions, and fantasies 
(Neptune) on her partners in relationship, which makes it difficult to see her 
partners as they truly are. Ride sees her friends as family, and expects that they 
see her in the same way. When her friends do not reciprocate or appreciate the 
emotional connections and family dynamic that Ride brings to the relationship, 
Ride will feel rejected and take it personally. 

Summary of Relationship Needs 

Ride’s Moon and Venus are entwined in a very complex and very contentious 
relationship. They occupy incompatible signs, but they are forced into close 
relationship with each other because they’re in a quincunx aspect, and because 
they each have significant influence over the other’s Board of Directors. 

To feel safe, Ride has to feel validated, because Venus runs the Moon’s Board 
of Directors, and to feel validated, Ride has to feel safe, because the Moon rules 
Venus. However, the things that make her feel safe have no common ground 
with the things that make her feel validated, and every time she receives a 
deposit in one need account, it makes a withdrawal from the other. Because 
Neptune makes aspects to both the Moon and Venus, it’s difficult for Ride to 
understand this dynamic or see it clearly. Ride has experienced this her entire 
life, and she’s learned to cope with it. The lack of safety will be familiar, and 
objective safety—and appropriate boundaries—will feel threatening. Safe will 
not feel safe to Ride. 

Fortunately for Ride, there is a loophole. Mercury in Taurus represents 
common ground between Ride’s Moon and Venus. Even though Mercury has 
only i vote on the Moon’s Board of Directors, it influences a total of 9 votes; 
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and Mercury has 3 votes on Venus’ Board of Directors, but influences 10 votes. 
When Mercury is happy, Ride will receive simultaneous deposits in her Safety 
and Validation Need Accounts. 

Mercury links not only the Moon and Venus, but also the Sun and Mars. 
This suggests that Ride’s best option is to stay true to herself. When she 
embodies and expresses her identity—both the authentic “Big S” Self and her 
“little s” self—she will have the best chance of feeling both safe and validated. 

Part 3: Relationship Wants 

Ride’s Descendant is in Capricorn, so she is consciously attracted to partners 
who are responsible, reserved, stable, practical, grounded, and emotionally 
distant. Ride finds age and maturity very attractive, which is fortunate, because 
Capricorn partners have an excellent shot at threading the needle of Ride’s 
relationship needs. 

Ride’s Moon in Aquarius needs boundaries. A Capricorn partner will 
provide strong, healthy boundaries, and won’t give in to Rides’ attempts to 
forge inappropriate emotional connections. This will frustrate Ride’s Venus in 
Cancer, and make her feel somewhat invalidated, but it will reassure her Moon 
in Aquarius, and safety is always more important than validation. Capricorn 
partners will be very supportive of Ride’s Saturn in Virgo, which has significant 
influence over Ride’s Safety Needs. Most importantly, Capricorn partners will 
be compatible with Ride’s Mercury in Taurus. Mercury is the key to receiving 
deposits in both her Safety and Validation Need Accounts. 

On an unconscious level, Ride is attracted to partners who resonate with 
her Vertex in Scorpio. These partners are eager for intense, prolonged, deep 
emotional connections, and they’ll meet Ride’s Venus in Cancer Validation 
Needs in a big way. Alas, the love affairs won’t last very long because these 
partners will create such severe problems for Ride’s Moon in Aquarius that she 
will have to break emotional ties with them. 

Marriage Blueprint 

Mercury in Taurus represents Ride’s experience of her father, and Jupiter in Aries 
represents her experience of her mother. Mercury is an extremely important 
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planet in Ride’s chart, which suggests that her father may have also played an 
important role in her life. Mercury in Taurus is stable, grounded, traditional, 
and practical, and these are qualities Ride may associate with her father. 

Jupiter in Aries represents Ride’s mother. It both rules the 10 th house and 
occupies the 10 th house, so her mother was in her own place, which, in 1950s 
California, was the home. However, Jupiter in Aries is extremely independent, 
so Ride’s mother may not have been a traditional housewife. 

Mercury and Jupiter do not have any direct connections, and they’re in 
adjacent signs, so they can’t see each other. This suggests that Ride may have 
experienced her parents as leading independent lives. The only link between 
Mercury and Jupiter is Venus in Cancer; Venus has 8 votes on Mercury’s Board 
of Directors, and 2 votes on Jupiter’s Board of Directors. Ride probably saw that 
her parents loved each other, although they probably didn’t show it very much. 

Based on Ride’s experience and perception of her parents’ relationship, her 
Marriage Blueprint would carry the expectation of freedom and independence 
in her romantic partnerships. There are no restrictions, obligations, or ties in 
this blueprint, and given Ride’s need for objectivity and boundaries in her 
relationships, this would serve her quite well. 

Friends, Lovers, Spouses 

As noted several times before, Ride’s 11 th house friendships are the most 
important relationships in her life. Venus, the ruler of the 11 th house, occupies 
Ride’s I st house, so she identifies with her friends, and they are a source of great 
happiness to her. 

Mars in Gemini is in charge of Ride’s 5 th house romantic relationships. In 
Ride’s chart, Mars is combust the Sun, which makes it invisible. This suggests 
that 5 th house romantic relationships are not a priority for Ride. Mars is in her 
1 I th house, so she would prefer a friend over a casual romantic partner, although 
she might be open to a friendship becoming something more intimate. 

Saturn in Virgo rules Ride’s 7 th house of marriage. Saturn occupies Ride’s 
4 th house, and is conjunct the IC. This suggests that she expects her 7 th house 
partners to provide a stable foundation for her. It also suggests that Ride prefers 
to keep these relationships private. 
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Ride will have an easy time moving between the different relationship 
houses. Mars, the ruler of her 5 th house occupies her 11 th house, which suggests 
that her 5 th house romantic partners may end up in the 11 th house “friend 
zone.” Both Mars, the ruler of the 5 th house, and Saturn, the ruler of the 7 th 
house, are ruled by Mercury in the 11 th house. This emphasizes the importance 
of friendship as the foundation of any relationship for Ride, but it also makes 
it possible for a casual, 5 th house relationship to move to a serious, 7 th house 
partnership—as long as there’s a solid foundation of an 11 th house friendship 
to build on. 

Part 4: Career 

Jupiter in Aries rules both Ride’s 10 th house career and her 6 th house job. In 
her professional life, Ride embodies the energy of a pioneer, a leader, and a 
trailblazer. Jupiter in Aries encourages Ride to expand her identity through her 
professional life, and to chart new territory. Jupiter is also the almuten of Ride’s 
I st house, so Ride’s identity, personality, self-image, self-esteem, and happiness 
are all connected with her job, career, and public reputation, awards, and 
honors. And as we’ve noted before when considering Ride’s relationship needs, 
Validation is extremely important to Ride, and she has the easiest time feeling 
Validated when she’s being recognized for her professional accomplishments. 
This kind of connection between the ruler of the 10 th and the ruler of the I st 
often suggests a career built around the individual, as opposed to a position 
that could be filled by just anyone. 

Jupiter represents growth and optimism. Ride will be drawn to a career that 
pushes the boundaries and adds to what we know and understand about the 
universe. She will not be happy in an office job, performing the same routine 
tasks until retirement. She needs a career (and a job) that allows for innovation 
and expansion, even if the growth is only personal. 

The two planets with the greatest influence over Jupiter in Aries are Mars 
in Gemini (the “little s” self) and the Sun in Gemini (the authentic “Big S” 
Self). This is yet another indication that Ride expresses her identity and 
her individuality through her career. Ride’s Mars in Gemini encourages her 
to accept any challenge, especially if it provides the opportunity for Ride to 
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demonstrate her intelligence, wit, and dexterity. The quickest way to motivate 
Ride is to tell her she can’t do something. And if you tell her she can’t do 
something in a professional context (which brings the 10 th house into the 
picture), it’s guaranteed to light a fire under her. Ride’s Mars in Gemini won’t 
stop until she proves you wrong. However, Ride’s Mars takes action in the i I th 
house, which means she can’t accomplish her goals alone. Ride needs other 
people to support her. Ideally, she needs to be a part of a team, where her 
individual contributions are recognized and appreciated, but where she’s not 
the only one in the spotlight. 

Ride’s Sun has the most influence over her Jupiter in Aries, which means 
she discovers and expresses her authentic “Big S” Self through her career and 
life path. The fact that Mars, her “little s” self is united with the Sun gives her 
a single focus (or as single of a focus as planets in Gemini can manage). Ride’s 
happiness and success depend on finding an appropriate career. Until she finds 
her path, she will be unfocused and restless, and uncertain of her identity. 
Once she finds a path that inspires her, however, her life will come into focus. 
As she connects with her authentic “Big S” Self, she will advance in her career, 
and the more she advances in her career, the more she will embody and express 
her authentic Self. 

Fortunately for Ride, when she finds the right career, money will follow. 
The Sun rules her 2 nd house of money and salary, and as we’ve just noted, the 
Sun is tightly connected with Jupiter, which represents her career and job. 
Ride’s Part of Fortune in Pisces is in her 10 th house, which suggests that she 
will make money from her career, life path, and public reputation. And the 
ruler of her Part of Fortune is Jupiter in Aries. Any way you slice it, Ride will 
make money from her career. 
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